
 
 

Joining In (& Having Fun) 

Want to Know What’s Going On? 

If you’d like to know what we are up to, why 
not join our email list? 

We’ll keep you updated with all our activities, 
as and when there is anything going on. And if 
you feel like helping with any of it, we’ll be 
happy to have your advice, information, 
expertise or help. To join, email: 

hanover.association@ntlworld.com 

Goodbye to Fi 
Fi, our hard-working and much-loved events 
organiser, is leaving us at the end of October. 
So please contact the office (details below) for 
anything connected with events and 
entertainment. 
What are we going to do without her? 

Diary Dates: 
25/09/06 – 01/10/06 Brighton Live, 
Free performances in Hanover & Hove 

21/09/06 – Hanover Community 
Association AGM,8pm, Hanover 
Community Centre 

29/09/06 – Cabaret Songs from 
America & Germany, 7.30pm, St. 
Lukes Church, Queens Park Rd, £6/£4 

29/09/06-30/09/06 – Hanover Beer 
Festival, Community Centre 

17/10/06 - Café Scientifique, The 
Terraces, Madeira Drive - 7:30 for 
8.00pm start - “Send in the Idiots” 
- Kamran Nazeer speaks about what 
it means to be autistic (www.cafe-
scientifique-brighton.org.uk) 

22/10/06 – 17/11/06, Brian Stacey 
Exhibition, Hanover Community 
Centre 

Writing for the Herald 
We are always pleased to receive contributions 
from local people. Let us know if you have a 
story or pictures that you would like to share. 

Next Issue 
The next Herald will be out in December, and 
the deadline for articles, letters and 
photographs is Friday 24th November. 

Want to Advertise Here? 
The Herald is delivered to over 3,500 
households in central Hanover. We vouch for 
every single one of them as good citizens and 
keen consumers of goods and services. Contact 
the office for our (very reasonable) rates sheet. 

Letters to the Editor 
We will only print letters if you supply your 
name and address. Please state clearly if you do 
not want your name published. 

We do not guarantee to print all letters and we 
reserve the right to edit them. 

The views expressed in the Herald are not necessarily those of the 
Hanover Community Association, its trustees, employees or volunteers. 

 

How to contact us: 

By post (or 
drop a note in 
the letterbox): 

Hanover Community Centre 
33 Southover Street 
Brighton, BN2 9UD 

Office Hours: Monday – Friday 
9.30am – 11.30 am 
& Monday evening 6.30 – 7.30pm 

Phone: (01273) 694873 – there is an answering machine out of hours 

Email: hanover.association@ntlworld.com 

Web: www.hanovercommunity.org.uk A Registered Charity No. 272127 

 

If you need this newsletter in large 
type or in another format, please 

contact the Community Centre Office 
on 694873.  

Herald 
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THE BEST HANOVER DAY EVER? 

 
The day started chilly and wet, some 
stallholders stayed home and some packed 
up again before the day began. And despite 
all our letters and flyers on windscreens there 
were still cars left in the ‘no parking’ zones 
on Coleman and Washington Street. Council 
officers were there to get them towed away, 
but we’d really rather not have to do that.  

Then the sun came out, the streets began to 
fill up, and soon we were in the middle of 
another great Hanover Day. 

“The best ever” was the verdict of most of 
the people we asked, and that makes all the  

months of planning, preparation and fund-
raising worthwhile. 

Our major sponsors this year were the GMB 
Union and Brighton Racecourse. We are 
very grateful for their support – without 
them we couldn’t run an event of this size. 
We also had a grant from the city Council 
and help from many of our local Hanover 
businesses. 

If you want to tell us about any ideas you 
have for making Hanover Day 2007 even 
better, please email the office or leave a note 
there (details on back page). 

THANKYOU, THANKYOU, THANKYOU  
The following people and businesses gave us 
money, prizes, discounted goods and other 
help. Many thanks to all of you – without 
your support Hanover Day wouldn’t happen. 

Barrie Alderton Estate Agents; Elizabeth Arden 
cosmetics; Evian cosmetics; Habitat; Henry 
Butler’s Wine Cellar; Hugh Jones; Infinity 
Foods; Jim Mead; Lego; Lisa Chapman; Lush; 
Mafi; Maire McQueeney; Nainesh Patel of 

Guyatri News; Neal’s Yard; Origins; Rachel 
Williams; Right Price; Riki Tik; Simon Mills; 
Southover Street Tea Rooms; Southover Wines; 
Stila cosmetics; Swizzels-Matlow; The Dover 
Castle, especially Barrie; The Geese; The Greys, 
especially Gill and Chris; The Horse & Groom; 
The Sir Charles Napier, especially Jeremy; 
Winning Moves; Workshops for the 
Imagination, especially Alex; and Wyevale 
Garden Centre. 

Hanover 



Big Pans in Hanover 
The event was generously sponsored by:  

Bairstow Eves Countrywide of Hanover, 146, 
Islingword Rd., Brighton; tel: 01273 622336; fax 
01273 622262; email: 
brightonhanover@bairstoweves.co.uk 

and supported by: 
Infinity Foods Co-operative, 25, North Rd., 
Brighton; tel: 01273 603563 
& 
Hankham Organics Box Scheme, Hankham 
Nurseries, Hankham, East Sussex; 
tel: 01323 741000  

Many thanks to local designer, Zoë Gallagher, 
for her creativity, patience and hard work on 
publicity material for the event. A very special 
thank you also goes to Mark Hawkins (Mister 
Paella himself) and Henry Butler, of The 
Butlers Wine Cellar, Queens Park Road, for all 
their hard work and support, and to all those 
who braved high winds and monsoon 
conditions to help us out on the day!  

Being both a wine-tasting virgin and never 
before having watched a paella built from its 
foundations (done properly, this is a labour of 
love, to be sure), I figured the Hanover 
Community Centre's Latin Lunch would be too 
good an opportunity to miss. As usual I was 
right. 

On the day, the mostly inclement weather 
forced the assembled to dash in to the safe 
confines of the HCC hall whenever the black 
clouds crept overhead, but acts of God aside, 
Henry Butler (he of Queen's Park Road's famed 
Wine Cellar) and Mark "Big Pans" Hawkins, 
whose name needs little explanation, did 
admirably. They entertained us with a very droll 
double act, in between keeping glasses filled 
and mesmerising with a mind-boggling roll call 
of paella ingredients (both meat and veg 
options, in case you wondered). 

Henry's way with wine doesn't blind you with 
science - his descriptions and background 
information were wisely delivered in layman's 
terms, as the Iberian-themed quaffing took us 
through sherry, followed by something white, 
something pink and something red. Did I 
swallow? Oh yes. Meanwhile, "Big Pans" 
produced bag upon bag of pre-chopped veg and 
meat (we waited), then some more, in a 
bewildering and gorgeous selection of colours 
and smells (we waited...), then more, with a 
generous layer of rice and a surprisingly 
conservative sprinkle of seasonings (we... 
waited...). Meanwhile an assortment of 
extended members of the shrimp family lay side 
by side on a hot plate, softening up for their big 
appearance later on. The foil went over the big 
pans, and in the meantime the bread and olives, 
oil, garlic and tomatoes came out. We nibbled, 
we waited. And then the sirens roared and the 
covers came off, and we tore in like a pack of 
wild animals. It was a thing of wonder. I just left 
enough room for a large Spanish biscuit and a 
choc ice. And then my guest and I retired 
happily to a local hostelry, where we got happier 
still. Next time Henry's in action, make a date. 
And when "Big Pans" is back in town, just 
cancel everything.  

Jamie Sellers 

Special Offers From 
The CityCarClub 
Our Sustainable Travel Project included helping 
to establish the Hanover Car Club, which is now 
the CityCarClub. Each car club car replaces a 
number of private cars – in an area as congested 
as Hanover, that has to be a good thing!  

CityCarClub is currently offering community 
association members (through the Brighton & 
Hove residents association network) a £10 a 
month subscription on their Gold membership 
Scheme – just quote offer code BHRAN.  

Their second offer is £12 a month on Gold 
membership for Hanover residents with the 
first two months free – offer code BHHCA.  

To find out about the different types of 
membership and how the car club works, 
telephone: 01273 766666 or email 
dan.shelton@citycarclub.co.uk  

Better still, have a look at their web site: 
www.citycarclub.co.uk 
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Secondary School Admissions 
For those whose children are just starting year 6 
and who live in the Hanover and Elm Grove area 
the admission process can be a nightmare as 
there is a problem when it comes to accessing 
our two nearest secondary schools - Varndean 
and Dorothy Stringer. 

Varndean is geographically our nearest school. 
With the exception of a slight hiccup three years 
or so ago when it was under subscribed by two 
at first preference level, this school has always 
been easily oversubscribed with our children 
standing virtually no chance of gaining a place 
there. However, for September 2006 Varndean 
was surprisingly under-subscribed at first 
preference level by a totally unprecedented 57 
places. So those who put Varndean first or 
second preference and who lived in the 
Hanover and Elm Grove area were allocated 
places. These second preference places were 
allocated on home to school distance i.e. those 
57 who lived the nearest to the school got one 
of the 57 places. This only happened because the 
school had fallen out of favour with those who 
live much nearer to it and who historically have 
always sent their children there. If, for any 
reason(s), its popularity increases and it again 
becomes oversubscribed at first preference level 
then the "those-that-live-nearest-to-it-get-
places" rule will come into operation again. 

Dorothy Stringer is slightly further away 
although on the same campus as Varndean. Its 
published admission number for September 
2006 was 308 although this had increased to 
338 by the time the school places were finally 
allocated in March 2006. Whilst this school is 
where our children have traditionally attended, 
within the past couple of years it has become  

more and more out of bounds for those of us 
who live in Hanover and Elm Grove for as 
Varndean's popularity has decreased so 
Stringer's has done the opposite. Although the 
bigger of the two schools, Stringer was 
nonetheless massively oversubscribed by 150 + 
at first preference level for the September 2006 
intake. This meant that the home to school 
distance criteria came into operation in terms of 
who was offered a place and who was not. Bad 
news for those living in Hanover and Elm Grove 
as only those with a brother or sister already at 
the school were allocated a place. 

The Council is presently undertaking a review of 
its secondary schools' admission policy and 
hopefully from it will come a better system that 
will take away this nonsense element of 'crystal 
-ball-second-guessing-what-others-who-live-
nearer-both-schools-are-going-to-do-this-
year' that those who live in this part of the city 
(and other parts as well as it happens) are 
subjected to year upon year. These proposals 
should be in the public domain from September 
2006 onwards and whatever different system is 
agreed upon should take effect from September 
2008 entry - that is present year 5. Local 
councillors should be aware of what is going on 
so please contact them for further information. 
But above all else KEEP MAKING YOUR 
VOICES HEARD about this issue. It is such a 
nonsense that so many of our children end up 
trekking across the city (or even up to Lewes) to 
get to secondary school. Varndean and Stringer 
are our local schools and it is to at least one of 
them that we should have priority for 
admission. 

Lynne Nicholls 
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Advice on choosing an Estate Agent. 
 
 

See three agents before choosing 
 

Ask the agent how they’ve reached their market valuation on 
your home. 

 
Valuations should be based on similar examples marketed by 
more than one estate agent to avoid under or over valuations. 

 
With over 50% of buyers coming from outside Brighton, find 

out who has the best network to reach all buyers 
 

With over 60% of buyers now using the Internet, find out 
which Estate Agents’ uses the best sites, e.g. 

www.rightmove.co.uk 
 

Work out which agent has the best commitment to service, 
right from instruction, through to offer and completion. 

 
 

We hope, when you’re ready to sell your home, that we are 
one of the three agents you ask around. We think you’ll be 

delighted with what we have to offer. 
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Roll of Honour – For 
Services to Hanover 

More Hanover Day 
Facts and Figures 

The Wendy House in the garden has been 
repaired and repainted (just in time for Hanover 
Day) by Simon and Mike of Inside and Out 
Services Ltd (email: enquiry@inside-and-
out.biz, tel: 07729 779259/ 07729 362022). 

Jacqueline Seaman strimmed the garden before 
Hanover Day and improved the planting. 

David Morgan Jones is decorating the meeting 
room in the community centre. 

Thanks also to the FreeCyclers who’ve given 
Hanover Community Centre a variety of useful 
items to re-home, including Emily-Jane, Ivan, 
Letty, Marian, Ruth, and Terry (Choice Cuts, 
Preston Drove). 

Incidentally, Brighton  FreeCycle now has over 
5,500 members, giving things they no longer 
need to people who can re-use them. To find 
out more, go to 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
freecyclebrighton/ 

About 10 cars were towed away from Coleman 
and Washington Streets. 

About 3,000 people came to enjoy the day. 

At the busiest time there were about 1,500 
people on the site. 

You gave HCA collectors £831.03  on the day. 

The 7 lucky winners of the Hanover Day 
Free Prize Draw are: 

Chris from Islingword Street;  

Daron from Southover Street; 

Helen from Lincoln Street; 

Ivor from Carlyle Street;  

Jenny from Viaduct Road;  

Nicki from Elm Grove; and  

Thurston from Lincoln Street. 

Enjoy your prizes.  
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Hanover Lets - Your Local 
Trading Scheme 

Brighton Live 
25th Sept. to 1st Oct. 2006 
Brighton Live is now in its fourth year and is 
putting together another fantastic week of free 
shows and events including the popular 
lunchtime concerts, all ages shows, seminars 
and workshops.  

This year it is introducing new strands like 
Brighton Live Local (bringing bands to your 
local pub!), more outdoor events and shows in 
some interesting and unusual spaces. 

Over 20 venues are involved with more than 
300 bands. You can sample stripped down 
versions of well-known Brighton bands, from 
the Mountain Firework Co. to Jason from 
Clearlake to Astrid Williamson etc. The Sir 
Charles Napier will be featuring the best in local 
folk and there will be other events in the Dover 
Castle, the London Unity, the Constant Service 
and the Sir Charles Napier. 

For the latest information see 
www.brightonlive.net and the Source magazine. 

You may have read about this local trading 
scheme in recent Hanover Heralds; since then 
we have been very busy meeting members at 
our social and joining up new members.  

For those of you who haven’t heard of us, 
Hanover Lets has been running for a number of 
years and is an established part of the Hanover 
community.  It’s a scheme that allows you to 
trade skills, knowledge, services and to loan 
equipment.  

You don’t need any money as you use a local 
currency called Hans. In fact we even encourage 
you to build up a debt to get started!  

Current members offer reflexology, DIY, 
babysitting, garden advice, a lift to work, 
cleaning, help with studies, loan of sewing 
machine or mountain bike to name but a few. 

You don’t need a particular skill or service or 
even to commit regular time to the scheme. 
You might have something or be able to do 
something as a one off, for example to cat sit 
for a weekend or lend a drill.  This type of trade 
is organised via email and in the near future can 
hopefully take place through our website.       

Hanover Lets is more than just a trading 
scheme; it’s a great way to meet local people.  
There are regular socials at member’s houses 
and in the pub.  In June we spent a lovely warm 
evening in the garden at the Reservoir getting to 
know members new and old, and now that 
people have put faces to names, chatted about 
their skills and some trading has been arranged.    

The next social for all members and anyone 
interested in joining will be in late September.  
We especially want new members and the 
'simply interested' to come along and find out 
what we get out of our membership.  

See contact numbers below for more 
information.  

Contact Di on 01273 601716 or Claire on 01273 
672315 for more information about the scheme 
and membership forms or for details about the 
social. 
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Local Artist To Exhibit at Community Centre 
Brian Stacey is a prolific artist. His work focuses 
on politics and religion and charts a particular 
period in our recent history. 

The canvasses are massive and hugely striking. 
They need a large venue to be appreciated 
properly, and we are proud to be able to stage 
an exhibition of his work in the upstairs hall of 
the community centre. 

This is a fascinating exhibition by a local artist 
who deserves to be much better known. Don’t 
miss it. 

Access to the hall is up a flight of stairs. We are 
sorry if this makes it difficult for some people to 
access the exhibition, but the lower hall has so 
many lively activities taking place in it that the 
canvasses would not be safe there. 

You can view Brian’s work on the following 
dates:  

Sunday October 22nd - 10.30am to 1.30pm 

Tuesday October 24th - 12.30pm to 3.30pm  

Friday October 27th – 6.00pm to 8.00pm  

Sunday October 29th - 10.30am to 1.30pm  

Tuesday October 31st - 12.30pm to 3.30pm 

Friday November 3rd – 6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Sunday November 5th - 10.30am to 1.30pm  

Tuesday November 7th - 12.30pm to 3.30pm 

Friday November 10th – 6.00pm to 8.00pm 

Sunday November 12th - 10.30am to 1.30pm  

Tuesday November 14th - 12.30pm to 3.30pm  

Friday November 17th – 6.00pm to 8.00pm 

The community centre is at 33 Southover 
Street. Admission is free. 

If you should find the street door closed, push 
the buzzer for the upstairs hall. 

Brian says: 

”These paintings are how I've seen the world. 
They are about the rich, the shifty, and the 
dodgy, and how you cannot tell who’s who.  

 
Stranded Man, The Fall (detail) 

 
90’s Man, No Flash (detail) 

“The symbols represent the world we live in, 
money, greed, power, control. I paint about 
society, however, I see myself as apart from it. 
There is nothing shocking in the pictures; the 
shock is what we have missed. 

“These paintings have been kept alive over the 
years thanks to my friends Paul Bonett and 
Henry Butler.” 
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The 19th Annual Hanover Beer Festival 
– Ale with Ambience! 

Hanover Community Centre, Southover Street:  
29th September, 6.30pm – 11pm, 
30th September, 12 noon – 3pm & 6.30pm – 11pm  
The hugely popular annual Hanover Beer 
Festival is in its 19th year and as ever, we’re 
anticipating a great weekend! We’ll have our 
traditional stillage in the garden - although a tad 
larger, due to the BRAND NEW LUNCHTIME 
SESSION we’re introducing on Saturday 30th 
between 12 noon and 3pm – and this year we 
can boast a selection of over forty beers, ciders 
and perrys, all generously selected and sourced 
for us by Matt of the Evening Star, Surrey St.  

Add to this a revamped wine bar, sponsored 
and run by local independent wine merchant 
Henry, of The Butlers Wine Cellar on Queens 
Park Road and you’ll recognise that the choice 
of brew will be wider than ever.  

To sustain you through your sampling of our 
fine ales and wines, we are delighted to 
welcome, on the Friday night, local company 
The French Revolution, who will be selling a 
selection of exquisite crepes and galettes, 
whilst on the Saturday lunchtime and evening, 
our old friend and long time supporter 
Mohammed, from Goa, Spice of Life on 
Richmond Parade, will be offering a variety of 
delicious curries, samosas, pakora and bhajis.  

Those of you who have attended in the past will 
be delighted to learn that we have additional 
rain cover in the form of not one but two 
massive tarpaulins, stretched across the 
garden-sized scaffold, as ever, creatively 
erected for us by ACA Scaffolding. 

And the addition of some (working) patio 
heaters should make for a cosy Autumn 
evening!  

The Beer Festival is the Hanover Community 
Association’s main annual fundraiser and all 
proceeds go towards the upkeep of the Centre 
and the development and implementation of 
local events and activities. We are of course, 
hugely reliant on the support and good will of 
local business people and would like to take 

this opportunity to express our gratitude to the 
landlords, estate agents, builders, electricians, 
painters, decorators, taxi companies, unions 
and individuals who make it happen. 

Particular thanks as ever are due to Barrie 
Alderton for his continued sponsorship of the 
souvenir festival glasses and to Brian of 
Positive Exposure for his sterling work on the 
t-shirt. All publicity material for this year’s 
festival has been created for us by local designer 
Sandy Rainey (sandy@sandyrainey.co.uk) and 
we’d like to extend a special thank you to her.  

We would also like to express our appreciation 
in advance to the many, many volunteers who 
help us out on the day – with the set up, as bar 
staff, stewards, token sellers, ticket collectors 
and the like. Without their hard work and 
enthusiasm, the event simply wouldn’t happen.  

Hanover Community Association is your local 
charity and the annual Beer Festival offers the 
perfect opportunity to socialise with your 
neighbours in a lively and convivial atmosphere. 
It’s ale with ambience, so even if you’re not a 
‘beer festival person’, come along and support 
us… and you may find yourself pleasantly 
surprised!  

Tickets: 

EVENINGS £5 (adv) / £6 (door); LUNCH £3. 

Admission includes a free souvenir glass. 

Available from Southover Street pubs & 
Off-Licence and the Evening Star, Surrey 
Street, or call the HCA office on 01273 
694873. 

If you are interested in either sponsoring or 
helping out at this year’s Beer Festival, you can 
contact Fi, the HCA Events Organiser, at 
hca.events@ntlworld.com or by phone on 
07891 214040. 
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